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produced quarterly.HL Your Donations Count

Muskegon Rescue Mission 
is a 501 (c)(3). 86% of all 
gifts are put back into 
life-changing programs.

86%
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Below is Stacia’s story told in her words…

Hi my name is Stacia. I am 10 years old 
and I go to school in Muskegon. This 
morning me and my little sister, Rosie 

woke up at the shelter. We like sleeping on the 
bunk beds, because we have never slept on beds 
like that before! Before we came to the shelter 
we lived in a motel. My mom always looked sad, 
before bed she would always tuck us in with a 
kiss goodnight.

When the motel closed my mom brought us to 
the shelter. We had nowhere else to go and I 
was very cold. It is different at the shelter. The 
people at the mission serve us breakfast, lunch 
and dinner. My favorite is when we have lasagna. 
Every night, different women read to me, help 
me do my homework or color. I also have a new 
toothbrush, a soft pretty blanket and my very 
own stuffed dog. I named her Carmilla and I love 
snuggling with her at night.

This morning mom helped us put on sweaters 
to keep us warm. Mom said the nice lady in the 
shelter gave them to us. After getting dressed 
we went downstairs, ate a bowl of cereal and 
grabbed our lunches for school. Around eight, 
we walk out of the shelter and hop onto the 
school bus. The driver comes for us first so other 
students don’t know where we live. I don’t want 
my friends to know I don’t have a house. My mom 
goes to work during the day, while Rosie and I go 
to school.

After school we get back on the bus and we 
are the last ones to be dropped off. Mommy 
is always waiting with a smile on her face and 
meets us outside of the shelter when we jump 
off the bus. Before dinner, mom lets us play in 
the snow on the shelter playground and pushes 
us on the swings. We only play for a little bit 
then we all have dinner together. I’m hoping they 
cook lasagna.

After dinner mom read a book to us and told me 
she has been working real hard, and very soon 
we will have our own home. I like the shelter 
bunk beds, but I am excited to have my own 
room in my own house. Mom said we can paint 
the room my favorite color green.

At night we pray before bed. We thank God for 
what He has given us and we thank Him for what 
He will give us tomorrow. Mom tells us we have 
to trust God will provide. She also told me about 
nice people who give to the shelter so we can 
have food and clean clothes. We pray for those 
nice people too.

Did you know there are over a hundred kids like 
Stacia, who are homeless in Muskegon County?

With your help Muskegon Rescue Mission can 
continue providing safe shelter, nutritious meals 
and a place for kids to be kids. A generous gift 
today will help more families take a first step 
towards life transformation. 

FEATURE STORY

“MOM TELLS US WE HAVE TO TRUST 
GOD WILL PROVIDE.”— STACIA

MEET  THE 
HOMELESS 
CHILDREN 

HERE IN 
WEST  

MICHIGAN

NUMBER OF HOMELESS CHILDREN BY COMMUNITY

GRAND HAVEN 

214
MUSKEGON

158
HOLLAND

93

HOMELESS CHILDREN
IN OUR OWN BACKYARD

Nearly 10,000 children in our state are confirmed to either live on the 
streets, in shelters or in motels. There are close to 6,000 children 
experiencing homelessness in Kent, Ottawa, and Muskegon Counties 

according to state numbers.

The experts believe these numbers are lower than reality because many 
parents are too proud or ashamed to report the problem or are concerned 
they will lose their children if they do report they are homeless. Awareness 
has started to increase in Michigan. In the early millennium Michigan’s 
Department of Education 
was recording homeless 
students with pen and 
paper. Today, Michigan 
uses a computer 
system, tracking how 
many children are in 
a homeless situation. 
This new system has 
led to rising numbers, 
which gives us a more 
accurate picture of this 
heartbreaking reality. There are six times more homeless students recorded 
in 2015 than 2007. Homelessness is a crisis in our own backyard. In 2018, 
Grand Haven Public Schools recorded over 200 homeless students.  

Children arrive at Muskegon Rescue Mission every day with their parents 
or grandparents. They are often hurt, confused and broken. Through your 
faithful partnership with Muskegon Rescue Mission, children who come to us 
are able to get the help they desperately need. Children learn to trust other 
people again. Most of all the kids learn to be kids again because they feel 
safe when they know they will receive a hot nutritious meal, a clean warm 
bed and are surrounded by loving adults who want the best for them. 

Would you consider becoming a monthly donor to help the children who come 
to Muskegon Rescue Mission every day?  
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You are the reason Muskegon Rescue Mission 
exists. We are grateful for the generosity of 
donors, churches and businesses, who partner 
with us — supporters who provide for the 
homeless and hurting in West Michigan. The 
impact of your support is seen every day in the 
lives of men, women, and children we help in our 
community.

For 113 years, we have been blessed with 
partners like you, who are willing to serve and by 
doing so, impact thousands of lives. Your gifts 
provide hot, nutritious meals, clean warm beds 
and many other resources. By partnering with 
your local mission, you become the hands and 
feet of Jesus. 

In this issue of Harbor Light you will learn of 
the impact you have in the lives of children, the 
silent innocent victims of homelessness. You will 
read about Stacia, a young girl who lived at the 

Women’s and Family Shelter with her mother 
and sister. Stacia shares her experience about 
living in a shelter and going to school. She talks 
about what her life was like before the shelter, 
while living in the shelter and her dreams for the 
future. 

Stacia’s story gives you a glimpse of the impact 
your faithful giving makes possible. Last year 
you helped provide 121,182 meals; 29,342 nights 
of lodging; 9,417 childcare hours provided; and 
made 337 dedications for Christ possible. Your 
prayers for the mission guests, along with your 
gifts, support this life-changing ministry. Thank 
you for your partnership and for making an 
impact in our community.

In His name,

Dan Skoglund

SUMMER CAMPSERVING/DONATING

Dan Skoglund
Executive Director

Do you know or have school aged children who 
want to get involved with Muskegon Rescue 
Mission? Here are things they could do:

• Use their birthday money to buy pantry items

• Have their school/class host a food or  
toiletry drive

• Bake desserts and give it to the shelter for 
guests to enjoy

• Make a tie blanket

• Pack hygiene kits

FOOD PANTRY 
WISHLIST

• Applesauce

• Canned Fruit

• Canned Meat

• Canned Pasta

• Cereal

• Mac & Cheese

• Pancake Mix 
   & Syrup 
• Soup

• Pork and Beans

• Spaghetti

• Spaghetti Sauce 

For a drop off 
location or to 
donate visit 
muskegonmission.org 
or call 231.727.6090

saturday may 16, 2020 
register at foreshore.org 

Every year Muskegon Rescue Mission sends 
over 30 kids, who have stayed at our Women’s 
and Family Shelter to Grace Adventures. For 

some children, it is their first camp experience, while 
for others it is a return visit. Either way, seeds are 
planted and nurtured, friendships are made, renewed 
and lives are forever positively impacted.

Would you consider sponsoring a camper this summer 
for $275? Your generous donation will ensure a child 

can go to camp for a week, receive school supplies 
for the upcoming school year and ensure other Light 
House Room activities. At the end of the summer 
you will receive our Camp Booklet recapping their 
adventure, favorite activities and what they learned.

If you have any questions about our children’s 
ministry, please contact Melissa at 231.727.6090.
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SPONSOR A CAMPER

MAKE AN IMPACT...

MRM PROVIDES CARE 
AMIDST COVID-19 
Here at MRM, health and safety has always been a priority. Now, more 
than ever, we are working diligently and taking necessary precautions 
by actively working with Muskegon County Health Department, U.S. 
Interagency Council on Homelessness (USICH) and following national 
recommendations on best practices for our shelters to protect our 
guests, staff and community. 

Muskegon Rescue Mission remains fully committed to serving our 
neighbors experiencing hunger and homelessness. I expect you feel the 
stress of this outbreak, and perhaps it’s caused a major disruption to your 
life. Even so, I humbly ask you to remember us today.  

Our staff will be stretched, as will our resources. We need your 
prayers and support right now. This is an uncertain time and we 
pray giving does not slowdown as we are the safety net for many 
in our community. With food insecurity on the rise, will you help 
provide meals by giving today?

• All NEW wet and sandy 5k course 
• Variety of terrain with over 20 obstacles 
• Kid’s Zone complete with a mini-course   

• Your registration provides over 20 meals

s a n d  s u r f  s w e a t


